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Alexandria, Virginia – Gyumri, Armenia Sister Cities Committee

Alexandria, Virginia

2010 INVITATION FOR PROPOSALS

Committee Purpose:  The “Alexandria – Gyumri Sister Cities Committee” of Alexandria, Virginia (the Committee) fosters understanding between the citizens of Alexandria and Gyumri, Armenia and provides humanitarian and other assistance to Gyumri’s distressed populations, primarily its children and youth.
Focus:  The Committee welcomes proposals for funding of qualified projects by civic, faith-based, environmental and other community organizations designed to provide services to the citizens of Gyumri.   Activities focusing primarily on the needs of children and youth, education, or expansion of job opportunities are of particular interest to the Committee and will receive priority consideration.  The Committee favors innovative projects that include quantifiable local involvement and which demonstrate a clear, explicit logical relationship between project activities and the promotion of measurable social or economic benefit to the people of Gyumri.

Eligibility:  In order to qualify for consideration, proposing organizations must be non-governmental, recognized and duly registered in Armenia and/or the United States and actively involved in programs for Gyumri.
Award Amount:  The Committee typically funds individual activities in amounts of a few hundred to a few thousand dollars.   

Proposal Requirements:  Proposals should include the following information: 

· A description of the development challenge/s, opportunity/ies or problem/s that the project will address;

· A description of the project plan that includes:

· Identification of groups/individuals that will benefit from the project
· A description of how this will be accomplished
· Intended results
· Identity of the recipient organization(s), its legal status, structure, size and principals. 

· Evidence of organization’s success in ongoing and/or past projects in Gyumri;

· Detailed project management plan and budget;
· Clear evidence of community participation and/or support for the project, including financial and/or in-kind contribution, if applicable;
· Names and contact information (including email addresses) for three or more local references who will attest to the viability of the organization and/or the project. 

· Contact information (including email address) of individual(s) specifically responsible for handling and accounting for the funds;

· Detailed plan for reporting on the use of funds, the progress of the project and the project impact/outcomes;
· Timelines and deadlines for the funding of the project (anticipated project cash flow).    

Language:  Proposals must be submitted in English.

Format:  Digital versions should be submitted in formats compatible with MS Word (e.g, .doc, .docx), Excel (.xls, .xlsx - for budgets) or Adobe .pdf.
Project Duration:  Successful applications typically envision project activities that take place in a 6-12 month time frame.
Reporting Requirements:  The Committee will require recipient organizations to account fully for all funds and certify that the funds are utilized appropriately and consistent with the goals of the proposal.  As the project progresses, the recipient organization is required to provide information to the Committee about its financial and operational status on a periodic basis (e.g., monthly, quarterly, etc.).  Photographs and testimonials from direct project beneficiaries would also be particularly welcome.   

Submission: Inquiries and proposals may be submitted to:grants@alexandria-gyumri.org or faxed to Forrest Wilhoit at +1.202.638.1374.
Deadline:  The deadline for submission of proposals is May 15, 2010.
Award timetable:  AGSCC anticipates finalizing its award decisions in June 2010.

For more information and background on the Committee, please visit www.alexandria-gyumri.org.
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